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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to ascertain the influence of an extrinsic motivational tool, ‘class-bucks’ on the improvement of first year student-teachers’ participation in active learning at a university in South Africa. Research participants (n=289) were divided in four classes and engaged in this study during the 2nd and 3rd semester of the course. Each semester, two of the four classes’ students were alternatively rewarded with ‘class-bucks’ when actively participating in lectures, while the other two classes were not rewarded. Semester tests’ results and the number of active involvements during lectures of these four classes were recorded and compared to formulate findings and recommendations.

The results presented in this article will assist lecturers and professors to value   active learning and retention of learning content motivated with an extrinsic tool, ‘class-bucks’ that can be used to expand and implement  quality higher education lectures.
Key words: extrinsic motivation, active participation, learning and lecturing, class-discussions, critical thinking.

